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JUMP, HOP, SKIP 
TO THE ’SHIP
Five new witnesses take the stand in Johnson trial
 MISSOULA
Austin Green
Ashley Nerbovig
Montana Kaimin
For the first time since its estab-
lishment in 1969, the Curry Health 
Center is considering dropping its 
24-hour services, according to Cur-
ry’s interim director Rick Curtis.  
“Clearly, the decreased enroll-
ment has hurt Curry Heath finan-
cially,” Curtis said. “Matter of fact, 
it has hurt us so much that this 
year we’re going to be down about 
$400,000. So yes, I am considering 
not having 24-hour care next year 
and I don’t say that proudly.”
Curtis is considering doing away 
with the midnight to 8 a.m. shift, 
Curry considering 
cutting 24-hour service
Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
 CAMPUS
meaning injured students would 
either have to go to the hospital or 
wait until morning. 
Curry Health Center operates on 
the student health fee, so revenue 
has been dropping with enroll-
ment. With spring semester enroll-
ment still up in the air, Curtis said 
reducing hours is not a done deal 
just yet. 
The shift is known as ‘nursing 
care’ and has never operated as 
an emergency room. This means 
non-life-threatening injuries can be 
dealt with, and full services such 
as labs and X-rays are halted until 8 
a.m. Broken bones, for example, fall 
See CURRY, page 8
A bill that would lift campus 
gun bans passed the House Judi-
ciary Committee on Friday with a 
party-line vote. 
House Bill 240, sponsored by 
Rep. Cary Smith, R-Billings, would 
remove the Board of Regents’ pow-
er to ban guns on campus. Anyone 
with a concealed weapons permit 
would be able to carry a concealed 
weapon on campus. Everyone else 
could openly carry a weapon. 
Supporters said the bill would 
restore forsaken Second Amend-
ment rights. Opponents worry 
Legislature to vote on allowing students 
to have guns on Montana campuses
MONTANA
Ketti Wilhelm
Montana Kaimin
See GUNS, page 8
more guns would lead to more gun 
violence. 
“Our concern is that HB-240 says 
that all students and all members of 
the public should be allowed to car-
ry guns on their hips or their coats 
anywhere on campus,” said Kevin 
McRae, associate commissioner of 
higher education. 
“This includes in class or into 
football stadiums or into dormito-
ries,” he added.
McRae expressed other concerns 
about armed students, including an 
increased risk of accidental shoot-
ings and suicides. 
An accidental shooting occurred 
on the first day of class in fall 2011 at 
the University of Montana when a 
student shot his friend in the hand 
with a .20-gauge shotgun.
McRae described the incident as 
“an isolated circumstance that was 
in violation of current policy,” but 
he said he worries more accidents 
would happen if more students had 
guns on campus. 
Shortly after the incident, Resi-
dence Life and the Office of Public 
Safety changed the procedure for 
storing guns on campus, although 
the change was unrelated to the 
shooting. 
Prior to 2012, students could 
keep guns locked in storage facili-
Defendant Jordan Johnson looks on as defense attorneys David Paoli and Kirsten Pabst talk during the testimony of Drew Colling. Colling served as the 
accuser’s counselor from March to December of 2012. 
Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin 
See TRIAL, page 4
The Jordan Johnson trial con-
tinued Wednesday with five new 
witnesses for the prosecution, in-
cluding the accuser’s former coun-
selor, a University of Montana dean, 
the accuser’s former roommate and 
two other friends.
Drew Colling, the interim direc-
tor of the Student Assault Resource 
Center on campus, testified that she 
served as the accuser’s counselor 
from March to December of 2012. 
Colling, who has a master’s de-
gree in rehabilitation and mental 
health counseling, said she diag-
nosed the accuser with Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder, or PTSD.  
Colling said the woman dis-
played the typical symptoms as-
sociated with PTSD, including in-
tense anxiety, depression, fear and 
a sense of helplessness. Colling tes-
tified that the woman reported ex-
periencing flashbacks, and that she 
had difficulty sleeping and began 
to isolate herself from friends and 
family. 
During his cross-examination, 
defense attorney David Paoli asked 
Montana Kaimin
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#JOHNSONTRIAL EDUCATION COLUMN
By Blake Reynolds
Europe’s American Dream
LIFE IN THE UNIVERS(ITIES)
S unday, Michael Jordan turned 50. But more impor-tantly, 15 years ago, Michael 
Jordan brought my family together.
No, we weren’t going through 
financial hardship or dealing with 
a loss in the family. But during my 
developmental years in elementa-
ry school my family cultivated my 
love for basketball by introducing 
me to the legendary player.
Sure, I only knew No. 23 when 
he highlighted my television in 
my parents’ modest two-story 
home, but before or since, there’s 
never been a basketball player — 
let alone any athlete, regardless of 
sport — that genuinely captured 
the attention of my family. During 
the ‘90s and the Bulls’ NBA play-
off runs, my mom made sure I 
knew when each and every Chi-
cago game aired on NBC (cue that 
corny NBA on NBC music, sigh...). 
Michael’s magic on the court 
had me trying to recreate it every 
chance I got. In second grade, with 
a mixed group of 3-foot-and-up 
tykes, we all did our best Chica-
go Bulls impersonations. As Mrs. 
Holm excused us to recess, we 
raced up to the basketball courts 
HERE’S TO MJ
SPORTS COLUMN
EA
SPORTS
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor
to let our hardwood imaginations 
run wild. The first child to the 
court would always claim he got 
to “be” Michael Jordan for those 15 
minutes of educational freedom. 
The second and third kids would 
follow suit and, surprisingly, rattle 
off the names of the Chicago Bulls 
roster with ease. Mind you, these 
weren’t all athletic-jock types ei-
ther. Nerds, recluses, socially awk-
ward and all their ilk (you decide 
which category I fit into) hollered 
out, “I get to be Scottie Pippen,” or 
“I get to be Steve Kerr!” And, dis-
appointingly, somebody always 
claimed Dennis Rodman (no, it 
wasn’t his mother). 
Perhaps it’s my removal from 
elementary school, but will there 
ever be another basketball team 
that commands children’s (very 
short) attention spans? Granted, 
Jordan made Space Jam and trans-
fixed his spot in every kids’ heart 
born in the late ‘80s and ‘90s, but 
who else could pull that off?
 For those of you saying “LeB-
ron James, duh!” No. Just, no. For 
the record, I don’t disagree with 
his free agent right to break it off 
with Cleveland and begin a South 
Beach affair, but that’s exactly why 
his teams won’t be as memorable 
as Jordan’s. No matter how astute 
a youngster is, he won’t recall the 
free agency offseason that yielded 
the Heat James, Dwyane Wade, 
and Chris Bosh. 
It’s why in his prime, and at the 
age of 50, Jordan is the king. 
Note: There’s so many wonder-
ful Jordan stories to share, both 
personal and national, but I don’t 
have the space here to do it. At 
the very least, I recommend you 
read Wright Thompson’s latest MJ 
piece on ESPN.com. If you have 15 
minutes and a heart, it’s worth it. 
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
        @ErikCAnderson
JORDAN JOHNSON TRIAL
REACTION TWEETS
Courious that ppl think 
they know  how they’d 
react to an attack, wheth-
er rape or other phys 
assault #youneverknow 
#johnsontrial #justsayin
@hahoo14
Heather Best Urban Deer
@UrbandeerMT
Tried to get a seat in-
side the court room for 
the #JohnsonTrial and 
the security guard said 
no #Urbandeer allowed. 
Kind of rude 
Problem Bear
@problembear
comments on @missou-
lian about #johnsontri-
al is sheer ignorance in 
display
Chris Thompson
@Montana_DAD
This is the mess that oc-
curs when the presump-
tion of innocence has 
been removed #John-
sontrial
I can’t tell you how many times I have had to write an essay on the 
American dream. High school and college demanded them. History 
and English classes required them. I even wrote an extra-credit paper 
on the subject as part of a math class. And, to put it simply, writing these 
papers was a nightmare. So when I heard that an Italian student was do-
ing her graduate research on changes in the American dream through 
literature, I had to know why she would voluntarily study something 
that’s been putting us in America to sleep for years.
Her name is Francesca Mauri. She is in her first year of graduate 
school here at Universita Cattolica of Milano in Italy. The college and 
graduate school system works a little differently here, but the basic con-
cept is the same. The main focus of her research is “about the failure of 
the American Dream and the way American society as changed from 
the twenties to our age,” Mauri said. She plans to do this by looking 
at “The Great Gatsby,” “Revolutionary Road,” and the screenplays of 
“American Beauty” and “Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close.” 
This is an interesting combination of traditional and non-traditional 
sources to cite. On the one hand, she uses a classic book that almost ev-
ery high schooler in America has either read or Sparknoted by the time 
they graduate. On the other, she references popular movies. This choice 
indicates where Mauri, and more broadly, Europeans, are finding their 
examples of America. This makes sense. How many recently published 
books, besides “Game of Thrones,” have you read lately? Our American 
curriculum focuses primarily on books of the previous century, leaving 
a literary gap for any student looking to understand the recent changes 
in our culture. 
  Mauri’s interest in the American dream comes from more than just 
books and movies, however. She recently studied abroad in Virginia, 
experiencing American culture first hand.  
 “I’ve felt that people have more trust in their abilities and possibili-
ties because in the university where I was studying (University of Mary 
Washington, Virginia) people were taught not to give up and to try to 
make their dreams happen,” Mauri said.
The research on the American dream could not be more germane to 
Mauri’s career goals, since she hopes to one day teach Italian and literature 
in the United States. She doesn’t know if she would want to spend her whole 
career on the American dream, but said researching it was a great way to 
stay connected with American literature and culture. 
So why does an Italian girl choose to spend a semester studying in 
America and then dedicate some of the more important research of her 
career to a culture not her own? Are we just that awesome? Consider-
ing that the main aspect of her research is the failure of the American 
dream, it’s not likely. What may explain it are the time periods that she 
uses as a frame of reference in her sources: from an episode of afflu-
ence when America was just beginning to dominate the world stage, to 
the moment that America was brought low by terrorist attacks which 
marked a change in American foreign policy and perception around 
the world. Despite all that has happened, we’ve maintained belief in an 
American dream, even if it doesn’t look quite like what it used to.       
blake.reynolds@umontana.edu
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Jayme Parrish’s phone rings at 
10:30 p.m. on a Saturday night. It’s the 
Office of Public Safety. A girl named 
Rebecca needs a ride from McGill 
Hall to the University Center. 
Parrish jumps in the bat-
tery-powered golf cart and rock-
ets across campus at eight mph, 
rounding corners and dodging 
pedestrians like a seasoned pro. 
He stops outside McGill Hall. 
Rebecca Sewell hops into the golf 
cart, and Parrish is off again. 
Parrish drops his passenger off 
at the UC and parks the cart. Anoth-
er escort job successfully completed. 
The employees of Grizzly Per-
sonal Safety make around three to 
five runs like this one every night. 
The service escorts students on 
and off campus when they don’t 
feel safe walking alone. The goal 
of GPS is to cut down on campus 
Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Student Devi Knottes gets a lift from Grizzly Personal Safety lead Jayme 
Parrish to Craig Hall Saturday evening.
GPS: keeping students safe from late night frights
Grace Ryan
Montana Kaimin
assaults and keep University of 
Montana students safer.  
Sewell, a freshman at the Uni-
versity of Montana, lives in Aber 
Hall and uses GPS almost every 
night to get to and from Knowles 
Hall where her boyfriend lives.
“I feel a lot safer when I use 
the buggy,” Sewell said.  “It’s nice 
to have the company because it’s 
kind of creepy on campus.”  
As much as GPS tries to pro-
mote its services, “a lot of people 
don’t realize it’s a viable option for 
getting around campus at night,” 
Parrish said. 
GPS will take students any-
where on campus, as well as to 
and from sororities, fraternities, 
Albertson’s and the Lewis and 
Clark villages. Employees even 
escort students from a building 
to the parking lot if they don’t 
feel safe walking to their cars 
alone at night. 
But GPS has its limits.
“A lot of kids think we’re a taxi 
service,” Larissa Adamson, a GPS 
escort, said. “That’s not what GPS 
is supposed to be used for.”
This happens more often 
during the winter when students 
don’t want to walk in the cold. 
GPS is working to cut down 
on giving rides to students who 
are just too lazy to walk. If GPS 
employees think students are 
taking advantage of the service, 
the employees will offer to walk 
with them instead of giving 
them a ride. 
GPS also serves as an extra pair 
of eyes on campus. The service 
works closely with the campus 
police and reports questionable 
behavior it sees around campus. 
According to police specialist 
Luke Hoerner, GPS equips em-
ployees with radios to contact the 
police in case of an emergency. 
But that doesn’t mean it’ll re-
port inebriated students who 
call for rides. GPS’s main goal is 
to keep students safe, and it only 
alerts authorities about drunken 
passengers if students appear in 
serious danger. 
GPS is busiest on weeknights 
when students are up late on cam-
pus studying, Parrish said. The 
service also sees an increase in calls 
when it gets warmer, as well as 
around holidays — and, of course, 
on the night of Foresters’ Ball. 
Eight student employees com-
pose GPS — six men and two wom-
en. Two employees work each shift 
and generally go out on calls togeth-
er as an extra safety precaution. All 
employees go through job training, 
and new hires get paired up with 
veterans “to teach them the ropes,” 
Hoerner said. 
GPS runs on weekdays from 7 
p.m. to midnight and from 7 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 
For more information, call Grizzly 
Personal Safety at (406) 243-2777 
or visit the Grizzly Personal Safety 
website under the Office of Public 
Safety page. 
 grace.ryan@umontana.edu 
Grizzly Personal Safety 
Carting you across campus
www.montanakaimin.com/multimedia
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Jamar Galbreath, the diversity programs coordinator at UM, says Black 
History Month is an opportunity to understand and appreciate African 
American contributions to society.
Candace Rojo/Montana Kaimin
UM students, administration discuss Black History Month
Bjorn Bergeson
Montana Kaimin
 CAMPUS
After nearly 150 years, Mis-
sissippi finally ratified the 13th 
Amendment of the United 
States Constitution on Monday, 
which abolished slavery. The 
voters in Mississippi thought 
they had done that in 1995, but 
a clerical error kept the state 
from actually ratifying it un-
til this week. This is just one 
example of why Black History 
Month remains as important 
as ever.
“I think it’s very important 
to really focus and reflect on 
our past, and how it has affect-
ed American history,” Jordan 
Griffin, president of the Black 
Students Union at the Univer-
sity of Montana said. “And by 
looking at our past and all of 
our struggles and triumphs, we 
can learn.”
Black History Month came 
out of the Civil Rights Move-
ment as a way to acknowledge 
centuries of oppression suf-
fered by African Americans, 
and also to bring attention 
to the often-ignored African 
American culture and heritage.
“I think that any of the affin-
ity months — and Black Histo-
ry Month is no exception — 
that when it was created it was 
definitely out of necessity,” said 
Jamar Galbreath, the UM diver-
sity programs coordinator. “A 
lot of the affinity groups have 
been faced with invisibility of 
their contributions to world so-
ciety and American society.”
From politics, to music, 
sports, movies and art, African 
Americans have had a huge ef-
fect on our society. But to some, 
Black History Month can seem 
to be light on the history aspect. 
“Black History Month is am-
biguous,” UM student Rehana 
Omar said. “It doesn’t show 
much of the history. It’s like 
slavery — boom — to Obama. 
It’s like they show something 
general, like a speech about it, 
but black history has music, art, 
history, culture.”  
The Black Students Union 
hosts a film series every Tues-
day night throughout Febru-
ary. The Mansfield Library 
has a display featuring books 
on and by Martin Luther King 
Jr., Rosa Parks and others, as 
well as a printout of the 13th 
Amendment. But Black Histo-
ry Month events seem to lack 
publicity.
“Growing up I realized that 
a lot of people didn’t even know 
that Black History Month was a 
thing,” Sarah Beals, a member 
of the BSU, said. “In Missou-
la, there is a German-fest and 
there is Cinco de Mayo, and 
people just go all out for those 
celebrations. So I would like 
to see a Black History Month 
where there was some sort of 
festival that the whole town 
was excited for.”
The short month that is giv-
en to black history could also 
contribute to the events being 
overlooked. 
 
“I think bringing it down to just 
a month almost makes it seem 
like it’s commodifying the ex-
perience,” Galbreath said. “But 
I believe that it’s something 
that is, and was, necessary.”
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
TRIAL 
From page 1 
if Colling based her diagnosis on in-
formation that was self-reported by 
the woman. Collling said yes.
Earlier, Paoli asked about 
Colling’s credentials at the time of 
her diagnosis. 
“It’s true, is it not, that you diag-
nosed (her) with PTSD prior to you 
being licensed?” Paoli asked. 
“That is correct,” Colling said. 
Later in his cross-examination, 
Paoli asked about her experience 
with diagnosing patients. Colling 
said that she has diagnosed “ap-
proximately five” clients with PTSD, 
and that she had worked for Coun-
seling and Psychological Services at 
Curry Health Center for five months 
before diagnosing the accuser.
Paoli did not finish his cross-ex-
amination before the end of 
Wednesday’s proceedings, so 
Colling will be in the witness 
stand again when the trial resumes 
Thursday morning.
Lori Morin, assistant dean for 
student affairs within the pharmacy 
school, testified earlier on Wednes-
day. Morin said the accuser came to 
her and explained what had taken 
place between her and Johnson on 
the night of the alleged assault.
Morin said she and the woman 
discussed various options, but that 
she did not pressure the woman to 
report the incident to police. 
“She relied on me… She trusted 
me,” Morin said. “I think our rela-
tionship did grow.”
The first time the accuser saw 
Johnson on campus after the alleged 
assault, she went directly to Morin’s 
office, Morin said.
“She was an absolute wreck,” 
Morin said. 
State Assistant Attorney General 
Joel Thompson asked Morin if may-
be the accuser had just been acting, 
and hadn’t truly been as upset as she 
seemed.
“No one can just fake what she 
was experiencing,” Morin said.
Morin began to tear up in the 
courtroom, and her testimony 
paused for a moment.
“I can’t think about that event 
without becoming overwhelmed,” 
Morin said. “I have never seen 
someone so terrified.”
Morin said the woman struggled 
more as the months progressed. 
“She got worse,” Morin said. 
“Fall semester was very difficult for 
her.”
Neil Sauer, a former roommate 
of the accuser, testified Wednesday 
that the woman became much less 
social after the alleged incident. 
Sauer said the accuser didn’t talk 
to him about what had happened 
until several days after. He said he 
came home several nights and he 
could hear her “bawling” in her 
room. Sauer finally asked their oth-
er roommate, Stephen Green, about 
what had happened and Green ex-
plained the events via text messag-
es, Sauer said.
Sauer said he went to the accus-
er and told her that he was there 
“to protect her” and that he keeps a 
12-gauge shotgun under his bed.
The accuser and Sauer ended 
their living arrangement in May of 
2012 because “the memories were 
too much for her,” Sauer said.
The accuser’s former roommates 
from her sophomore year, Lily Ken-
dall and Kelsey McCall, testified 
that the woman had told them to-
gether about what allegedly hap-
pened. 
McCall said that while the three 
were eating lunch together, the 
woman passed them a note that 
said, “I was raped by Jordan John-
son.”
Kendall and McCall said since 
that day they continued to support 
their friend.
During her cross-examination, 
defense attorney Kirsten Pabst 
asked Kendall about the conversa-
tions she had with the accuser.
“Is it fair to say that when you 
discussed this topic with (her), you 
were as emotional or more emo-
tional than her?” Pabst asked.
“Yes,” Kendall said.
McCall said during her testimo-
ny that it was “hard to watch your 
friend go through this.”
“It’s hard to watch her spark — 
her inner glow — be lessened,” Mc-
Call said.
Johnson is charged with one 
count of sexual assault without con-
sent, and has pleaded not guilty.
At the time of the assault, John-
son had just come off his first season 
as starting quarterback at UM. He 
was suspended from the Griz foot-
ball team but was allowed to contin-
ue attending classes.
The lead up to the trial over-
lapped with the sentencing of Beau 
Donaldson, another former Griz 
football player, who pleaded guilty 
to rape and was sentenced last 
month to 30 years in prison with 20 
suspended.
austin1.green@umontana.edu
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
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The venue is more than familiar, 
the track conditions are the same, 
but one thing is different: the hopes 
of the University of Montana track 
and field squads.
For the third consecutive week 
and fifth time this season, UM’s 
track squads will travel to Brick 
Breeden Fieldhouse in Bozeman, 
but this time it’s the grand finale 
of the indoor season. Montana will 
compete in the 2013 Big Sky Confer-
ence Indoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships, a three-day meet starting 
Thursday and ending Saturday.
For the Montana men, their hope 
for something different will be real-
ized if they can finish better than 
seventh for the first time since 2009.
Head coach Brian Schweyen is 
confident this year’s group, loaded 
with young talent, can finish better 
than seventh place.
“If everyone goes in and does 
what they’re capable of, we’ll be 
fifth or maybe even better than 
that,” said Schweyen of the men, 
who haven’t earned an individual 
conference event winner since 2007. 
“We have a young team that will 
continue to develop and in a year or 
two be even better.” 
The Grizzlies boast 25 qualifica-
tions, with eight of those qualifying 
marks falling in the top 10 in confer-
ence. Thirteen athletes have quali-
fied on the men’s side for this year’s 
Griz track running strong into championship week
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Austin Smith/ Montana Kaimin
Austin Lindquist, right, practices running hurdles as his teammate Jacob Leininger circles back to the starting 
blocks on Tuesday afternoon.
conference championships. 
While the Grizzlies do not have 
qualifications in the 200 meters, 
3,000 meters, or weight throw, Mon-
tana will be strongly represented in 
the 400 meters, 55-meter hurdles, 
high jump and triple jump.
Four athletes — Dylan Ham-
bright, Cassius Ehlers, Drew Ow-
ens and Andrew Monaco — will 
run the 400 meters. Hambright, a 
sophomore from Phoenix, Ariz., 
holds the best time in the BSC in the 
event to date. 
Schweyen said his staff specifi-
cally recruited the 400-meter group 
last year.
“That’s one area I think we 
can dominate in this confer-
ence,” he said. 
Montana’s leader is junior Aus-
tin Emry, who will compete in the 
heptathlon, 55-meter hurdles, high 
jump and long jump for the Griz-
zlies. Emry is ranked eighth in the 
nation in the heptathlon and could 
qualify for NCAA Nationals if he 
scores well this week.
Schweyen said the amount 
of scoring and athleticism Emry 
brings to the table is unparalleled. 
“We need two or three Austin 
Emrys,” he said. “One person bring-
ing in 20-30 points helps a ton.” 
On the women’s side, Montana 
holds 21 qualifications across the 
board, seven of which are top 10 
marks in the conference. 
Schweyen said he’d like to see 
more athletes in the top 10 heading 
into conference. 
“Just getting them to conference 
does us no good,” he said. “Because 
if we get to conference and they fin-
ish 12th, 13th, there’s no points. We 
need points and production.” 
The top 16 athletes in each event 
at the end of the regular season are 
invited to the BSC Championships 
if they have not already met the au-
tomatic qualifying standard, which 
the conference made more difficult 
this season.
Several athletes on the Mon-
tana women’s team qualified for 
multiple events, including senior 
Anika Green in the 55 meters, 
55-meter hurdles and 200 meters, 
as well as Shayle Dezellem, who 
punched her ticket to the confer-
ence championships in the pen-
tathlon and long jump. 
Junior Kellee Glaus heads to the 
championship meet ranked first in 
the triple jump, with her best jump 
measuring more than one foot bet-
ter than second place jumper Bacall 
Sterling of Sacramento Sate.
Last year, the women finished 
fifth in the conference after two con-
secutive third place finishes in 2010 
and 2011. 
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@Austinschempp
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Julian Robinson’s feet grip 
the skinny pole that lies five 
feet about the ground. The 
metal spikes on his green and 
black cleats, called caulks, 
and his cat-like balance are 
the only things from letting 
gravity take control. 
He regains his balance and 
continues running up the 
pole, chainsaw in-hand. He 
fires it up, does a double-cut 
and runs down the log. This 
logger sport event is called 
the obstacle pole and takes 
about 20 seconds to complete. 
Robinson is a member of the 
University of Montana Woods-
men team, a group of men and 
women who willingly run with 
chainsaws, jump over five-foot 
logs and climb 50-foot poles. 
Team captain Clay Ste-
phenson joined the Woods-
men team three years ago as 
a freshman. The goal of the 
team is to keep the tradition of 
antique logging sports alive, 
he said. Members use the 
same types of saws and tech-
niques used in the traditional 
logging days. Missoula’s team 
boasts 17 members, with eight 
men and nine women. 
The University officially 
recognized the team in 1978 
as a separate entity from For-
estry Club with help from stu-
dent Scott Kuehn. He said it 
had always been an “offshoot” 
of the Forestry Club but the 
separation brought it to a new 
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
Running with chainsaws
Austin Smith/Montana Kaimin
Julian Robinson waits to start an event during a Woodsman Team practice Tuesday afternoon.
UM Woodsmen team keeping logging traditions alive
level. Its practice fields used to 
be where the Lewis and Clark 
student housing is but moved 
to Fort Missoula 18 years ago. 
Kuehn said it has one of the 
best arenas for logger sports 
because the University paid to 
help them move. 
Logger sport teams are bro-
ken up into conferences called 
conclaves. Missoula competes 
in the Association of West-
ern Forestry Clubs conclave, 
which includes teams from 
Oregon State, Colorado State 
University, MSU and Cal Poly. 
It competes in five or six meets 
a year, including its most car-
dinal event conclave, which is 
the equivalent of a conference 
championship. 
At competitions, there are 
approximately 14 possible 
events in which to partici-
pate. The events include the 
ax throw, the obstacle pole, 
the choker race, the pole climb 
and the Jack-and-Jill. In most of 
these events, men and women 
compete individually, but some 
events — like the Jack-and-Jill 
— require men and women do 
the event together. 
Learning the events, howev-
er, is difficult. For junior Chris 
Freeborn learning the logging 
lifestyle was paralyzing. 
Freeborn faced his fear of 
heights in 2011 when he saw an 
owl atop one of the poles in the 
back of the team’s practice field.
“They convinced me that 
the batteries in the owl need-
ed to be changed, and I was 
the only who could do it,” 
Freeborn said. “It was during 
the first week, and I was very 
nervous and reluctant, but I 
felt important when they told 
me to do it.” 
The pole was 60 feet tall, 
and when he climbed 30 feet, 
they told him to only go up 
to 50. Fear took over when he 
reached it, and he was stuck 
on the pole for about five min-
utes. He said when he finally 
climbed down, he remem-
bered thinking he should 
have known better. However, 
he said with plenty of practice 
he could stand doing the pole-
climb now.  
Freeborn and his other 
teammates will keep honing 
their skills for when they host 
the week-long conclave April 
22-27. This will be the first 
time since 2008 Missoula has 
hosted the conclave. It will 
coincide with the Annual For-
estry Day at Fort Missoula and 
the Steel Western Collegiate 
Qualifier, where students 
from each school compete in 
front of professionals. 
Sophomore Leslie Neu 
joined the Forestry Club and 
the Woodsmen team last year 
as a freshman to help learn 
new skills pertaining to her 
major. She went to conclave last 
year in Oregon and is looking 
forward to hosting the event 
for everyone in Missoula. 
Neu enjoys sharpening her 
skills in this traditional male 
sport. 
“You’ll be able to do more 
than you thought you could 
do,” Neu said about partic-
ipating in the events. “You 
find out a lot about your own 
physical ability.”  
Like most traditional ath-
letes, the Woodsmen team 
members need many tools 
to be successful in the arena: 
strength, speed, endurance, 
balance and agility. Some-
times members have a chance 
to go professional like Kuehn 
did. In 1980 at the World 
Championships, Kuehn set 
the world record by cutting 
through a 30 inch Douglass 
Fir with a chainsaw in 5.17 
seconds. This record sat for 20 
years before it was broken. 
Kuehn said the Woodsmen 
team offers camaraderie, but 
it is also a great time to gain 
leadership skills. 
“A lot of these students 
on the Woodsmen team get 
hired first because of their 
skills, and they’re willing to 
get dirty,” Kuehn said. “We’re 
looking for someone who al-
ready has their boots and 
their hard hat.”    
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@A_N_Valdez
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        ENTERTAINMENT 
Live music with "Sho Down" at 
Lumberjack Saloon on Saturday 
night! Lolo, MT.  
 
                 SERVICES
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into the nursing care category, while 
compound fractures — where bone 
is poking out of skin — do not, Cur-
tis said.  
Nurses and nurse practitioners 
work by following a set of proce-
dures already in place for medical 
situations. They can provide care 
unless it is an abnormal situation 
(such as a compound fracture), in 
which they contact a doctor on-call 
or send the patient to the emergency 
room. 
Curtis said after looking at 40 
different scenarios, closing the mid-
night to 8 a.m. shift seemed to create 
the least harm for students.  
“You may ask what happens to 
the student that shows up at 11:00 at 
night,” Curtis said. “Well, the same 
thing that happens in the summer 
because we’re not 24 hours then ei-
ther.”
There are three types of patients 
ties in the residence halls, but now 
guns have to be held at the Office of 
Public Safety and can be checked 
out for hunting or sport shooting. 
Students can also keep weapons in 
locked vehicles on campus as long 
as the guns are unloaded and out 
of sight. 
Only campus police officers 
can carry weapons on campus. 
     “We think (our policy) is a respon-
sible balance,” said Peggy Kuhr, 
UM’s vice president for integrated 
communications. 
“The University sees no need to 
change that policy, and the presi-
dent is opposed to a change.”
University of Montana Chief of 
Police Gary Taylor said in the event 
of a shooting on campus, more stu-
dents with guns would only create 
more confusion for police. 
“When you’ve got multiple fire-
arms and people waving them 
around, you don’t know who’s 
helping you and who’s against 
you,” Taylor said.
Mental health is another major 
concern. 
Rep. Margie MacDonald, a 
Democrat from Billings and vice 
CURRY
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the shift normally receives, Curtis 
said: students in a crisis — who are 
automatically sent to the emergen-
cy room — students with non-life 
threatening injuries in immediate 
pain, which account for one-third 
of the midnight shift visits, and 
non-urgent patients. 
Curtis said that non-urgent pa-
tients include injuries that aren’t 
necessary to deal with at 2 a.m. 
Curry receives 80 to 90 students a 
year during the midnight shift, Cur-
tis said. That means the two nurses 
working the 8-hour shift see about 
five students total per week, on av-
erage. An average of 25 of those stu-
dents every year need immediate 
care. This service costs Curry about 
$100,000 a year for nurses’ pay, Cur-
tis said.  
Curtis said he plans on moving 
midnight nurses to the morning so 
they can assist about 14-21 patients 
per shift.  Curtis said this is possi-
ble without firing any nurses since 
there have been two recent vacan-
cies he chose not to fill. 
Students may wonder if this cut 
could save their pockets from hav-
ing to shell out more cash for the 
health fee. The answer: not com-
pletely, Curtis said. 
“Fees will not increase rapidly, 
but the health fee is probably going 
to go up next year,” Curtis said. “We 
are trying to keep them as low as 
possible but I can’t control some of 
the costs and factors.” 
One variable is that the Montana 
legislature is considering a 5 percent 
pay increase for state employees. Of 
Curry Health Center’s $6.5 million 
budget, 75 percent goes toward 
paying faculty, Curtis said.  The cost 
for Curry Health would increase by 
$250,000. 
Curtis said at the center of Cur-
ry Health Center’s decisions has 
been the goal of serving the most 
students possible with the best care 
possible. 
Students’ responses to the possi-
ble cuts have been mixed.  
Rachelle Pryor, a student who 
has used the walk-in Curry Health 
services, said that while reducing 
hours may sound intimidating, it 
may be a good idea.
“I don’t know how many people 
actually use Curry in the middle of 
the night,” Pryor said. 
Nicholas Popejoy, a student who 
had been to Curry for a bad cut on 
his wrist after regular hours, said it 
would worry him if Curry were no 
longer open 24 hours. 
“It’s a bad idea to be closed be-
cause often a lot of bad things hap-
pen during that time,” Popejoy said. 
Linda Green, the director for the 
Department of Health Enhance-
ment in Curry, said there is a bal-
ance between hiring good people 
and providing services to students 
needed to remain healthy and suc-
ceed in school. 
“There’s so many unknowns, 
but we try to plan for it all,” Green 
said. “What do you charge? What 
do you cut? Who do you lay off? 
How much can you raise your fee?” 
Green expressed concern about 
the possible 5 percent pay increase, 
and how it could affect faculty 
members.  
“How do you do a 5 percent 
wage increase?” Green said. “You 
have to pay for that somehow and 
when you start talking about doc-
tors and nurses and counselors and 
psychiatrists, those are people that 
are not inexpensive to hire.”
Students may recognize Green 
as the woman whose office is next 
to the Condom Corner in Curry 
Health. What students may not 
know is that the Health Enhance-
ment Department doesn’t charge 
for their services and is trying to 
keep it that way.  
“There’s not really a whole lot we 
can actually cut,” Green said while 
talking about the services her de-
partment offers. “I mean, do we not 
give away condoms for students?” 
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu 
chair of the Judiciary Committee, 
voted against HB-240. She warned 
about the danger of increasing sui-
cide rates in a state already leading 
the nation in that category.
MacDonald pointed out that 
mental illnesses often aren’t dis-
played until college when young 
people experience more indepen-
dence and stress. 
“You will have dozens, if not 
hundreds, of students who are 
dealing with serious mental health 
problems who are armed,” Mac-
Donald said. 
Since the start of fall semester, 
two students have committed sui-
cide in student housing at UM.
Because the community grap-
ples not only with suicide but also 
sexual assault, some women say 
guns would put their minds at ease. 
“I feel safer with a gun,” said 
Emily Royer, a 26-year-old law stu-
dent from Bozeman. 
Royer said she doesn’t support 
allowing concealed weapons in 
banks or other restricted areas, but 
she feels differently about campus 
because some students call it home. 
“I do feel that people should be 
able to defend themselves where 
they live,” Royer said. 
In Montana, the Board of Re-
gents, the governing body of 
all Montana University System 
schools, decides whether weapons 
are allowed on campuses. No law 
allows or prohibits guns on cam-
pus.
Gary Marbut, president of the 
Montana Shooting Sports Associ-
ation, said constitutional rights are 
the heart of HB-240. 
“Although the Board of Regents 
is given full authority to manage the 
university system,” Marbut said, 
“they’re not given any power to take 
away people’s rights.”
UM political science professor 
James Lopach said the issue is not 
so clear-cut.
“The second amendment is not 
an absolute right,” Lopach said, 
adding that two recent U.S. Su-
preme Court cases allowed limita-
tions on the right to bear arms in 
certain locations.
Lopach agreed that the Board 
of Regents’ decision to prevent stu-
dents from carrying weapons on 
campus is, in fact, a limitation on the 
Second Amendment. 
“But,” Lopach said, “the real 
question is, is it a constitutional lim-
itation?”
Oregon, Colorado, Utah, Wis-
consin and Mississippi mandate 
campuses to allow concealed weap-
ons, according to the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures.
However, 21 states prevent con-
cealed weapons from being carried 
on campuses, including North Da-
kota, Wyoming and Texas. 
The definition of a concealed 
weapon varies from state to state. 
Marbut said Montana law de-
fines a concealed weapon as one 
that is “wholly or partially covered 
by clothing or wearing apparel.” 
That means a gun in the glove box 
of a car or even a purse or backpack 
isn’t considered concealed and can 
be carried without any permit. 
HB-240 is one bill in a slew of 
pro-gun legislation in the state Leg-
islature this session. At least nine 
such bills have been introduced 
in the House. Rep. Krayton Kerns, 
R-Laurel has sponsored three of 
those bills. 
Kerns’ HB-358 would allow 
concealed weapon permit holders 
to have weapons in banks, gov-
ernment buildings and anywhere 
alcohol is served — three places 
Montana allows only open-carry of 
weapons.
HB-304 would allow Montan-
ans to decide whether they merit a 
concealed weapons permit. A per-
son caught with a concealed weap-
on inside city limits, where permits 
are required, would not be in vi-
olation of the law as long as he or 
she would be eligible for a permit. 
It wouldn’t be necessary to actually 
obtain a permit in order to carry a 
concealed weapon.
Kerns’ HB-205 would also legal-
ize the use of suppressors for hunt-
ing. Silencers are included in this 
category, along with devices that 
hide the flash of light from firing 
a gun. Opponents say this would 
make poaching easier.
Kerns’ three bills passed the 
House Judiciary Committee last 
week with party-line votes and 
move to the full House floor with 
HB-240. The House votes on HB-
240 this week.
ketti.wilhem@umontana.edu
“You will have dozens, 
if not hundreds, of 
students who are deal-
ing with serious mental 
health problems who 
are armed.”
 Rep. Margie  
 MacDonald
